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month Nisan, which is April, went by, and already the
gates of lar, or May,1 were opened, then, having asked
and received the benediction of the apostolic see and a
letter,2 the saint was sent by the most blessed pope to
inspect the savage peoples of Germany: that he
might consider whether the uncultivated fields of their
hearts, if tilled by the gospel ploughshare, would be
disposed to receive the seed of preaching.

And so, having collected a great multitude of relics,
he retraced his journey in company with his fellow
servants, and approached the bounds of Italy;8 and
waited upon Liutprand, most excellent king of the
Lombards,4 with pacific gifts, and addressed him.
Being honorably received by Liutprand, he reposed
his limbs, wearied from the journey; and thus recom-
pensed, he traversed hills and plains, and passed over
the precipitous ridges of the Alps.

Approaching the unknown boundaries of the Ba-
varians and the contiguous limits of Germany,6 he pro-
ceeded into Thuringia on his journey of inspection, in
accordance with the command of the apostolic see:
manifestly after the fashion of the most prudent bee,
which flies around the fields and meadows in its pecu-
liar way, and, gently whirring its feathery wings, goes
among the vast numbers of odorous herbs; and proves

1  Bede, De Temporum Rationc, n,

2  E.j 12.  Dated 15 May 7x9.

3  In the sense of Upper Italy or Langobardia.

4  712-744.

5  In the narrower sense of the territory east of the Rhine and north
of the Danube,   So E.t 45,